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MOUNTAIN BIKE: A FANTASTIC SUMMER IN VAL DI SOLE
Two-wheelers have found their "place in the sun" in the valley, seat of the Finals of UCI MTB World Cup and a model of biker-friendly hospitality. 
Three days (from August 25th to the 27th) – of performances, adrenaline, and feats that will go down in history, performed by the crème de la crème of this generation of bikers. A long weekend of competitions between Downhill, Cross Country, and Four Cross, with the best specialists that will face off on trails outfitted ad hoc. 
Thrills to be discovered in the enchanting Val di Sole, on a natural stage surrounded by mountains, fields, woods, and summer pastures. 
Starting on Friday the 25th with the Four Cross World Championship, and continuing with the World Cup finals of the Downhill speciality scheduled for Saturday and ending Sunday with the World Cup finals of the Cross-Country speciality. 
The location is Daolasa di Commezzadura, which has a new Bike Park, inaugurated in 2017. 
All around, the bike world in its most colourful and cheerful garb: a big non-stop party, with live music, shows and events on the side for thousands of athletes and spectators who will kick back, relax and celebrate this big event together. 
Val di Sole, A Land Made for Bikers
A natural amphitheatre surrounded by some of the most famous mountain ranges of all the Alps, the Dolomites of Brenta, the massif of Adamello-Presanella, the groups of Ortles-Cevedale and the Maddalene, protected areas that sprawl over more than a third of a territory that is split into Stelvio National Park to the north and the Adamello-Brenta Natural Park to the south. It's no surprise that the international cyclist federation UCI chose Val di Sole as the location for its most important races. 
Here we are in an unparalleled setting that offers mountain bikes an immersion in wild nature. The rest is man's work - and fits pleasantly into the backdrop, without disrupting its harmony: dirt tracks and Alpine trails, 500 km of routes and 30 mapped tours densely run-through by trails, forest roads and mule tracks that often cross the sites of the Great War, surrounded by imposing peaks and gushing torrents. If we go up higher, we'll find the 35 km-long bike trail with a 700 m height difference going down the entire valley. For those in search of adrenaline, there are loads of downhills and slopes where you can do downhill, the most spectacular of the interpretations of the mountain bike. Not to mention the Bike Parks: that of the Tonale, with three flow trails that let you have a try without major problems with “gravity”, having fun on seamlessly built jump elements, or even the Bike Park Val di Sole, open and now being finished. 
A sign that the territory is opening up, that it makes room not just for prestigious international competitions, but also caters to a target of young bikers that are just starting out and would like to make progress and have fun safely. Bike-friendly services characterise the valley and already attract numerous families of sports buffs and vacationers out into the open air. Here the world of the bicycle reaches its maximum expression, thanks to a group of bike hotels and other accommodation facilities that are certified and offer bikers exclusive services just for them, ones that must always be on the agenda: from rental to repair and assistance for each type of MTB and from the spaces set up as storerooms or locker rooms, to restaurant service centred around sports needs.
Already in action are the Bici Buses, vehicles with bicycle transport, and the Dolomiti Express, a train equipped for bike transport that goes from Trento – a major city well-connected to the international airport in Verona – to Mostizzolo and runs down the valley, parallel to the bike path and the Noce River. Two solutions that let cyclists get around fast, running the entire valley bottom, up to the towns of Passo del Tonale and Peio.
Plus, the new bike sharing stations have been inaugurated to serve the sustainable mobility in Val di Sole: four new rental stations for the e-bikes, located near the stations of Pellizzano, Mezzana, Malé, and Caldes, for a total of 20 bikes available. A new system that lets citizens and tourists integrate transportation by public means with the use of the e-bike, taking advantage of the network of bike paths. 
An Exceptional Prize List
For 20 years now Val di Sole has hosted important national and international events linked to the mountain bike. It all started in the 1990s with the first sports experiences of the 5 hours of Malè and with the downhill races. These were the first steps of a road that would travel far. The “experiment” ended up working and in 2005 the first major results were had – with the assigning of the Absolute European Championships for downhill: Val di Sole wins, and gained consensus. An excellent job that was the precursor of new horizons - because Val di Sole hasn't stopped ever since. The World Cup was held here on five occasions from 2008 to 2015 to then double in 2016 with a "doubleheader": the Elite and Master World Championships in 2016. A record-breaking schedule for a district that by now has become one of the major tourist destinations in the world, the last important objective of the Big Events Committee. 
The Confirmations and the Novelties of 2017
After the Trial and Downhill World Championships of 2016, Val di Sole is getting ready for a new big season of MTB, a passion to experience in all its forms. Cross country is making a big comeback, already the protagonist of a similar event two years ago – also on the race track in the town of Daolasa di Commezzadura.
The 4X, “Four Cross”, was also brought back, a high adrenaline discipline with four athletes that face-off, run after run, on a 600 m trail with jumps, obstacles and parabolics. The one in Val di Sole is the longest track of the circus and just had to be put back in after the 2016 World Championship to host the world championship event.
Instead for the downhill acrobats there is a surprise in store: precisely on the occasion of the World Cup finals, the most recent version of the Black Snake track will take shape, universally recognised as one of the toughest and most "wowing" of the entire range of specialities. The work team, as always led by Pierpaolo “Pippo” Marani, will take advantage of the slope of the mountain side for about 2000 m, implementing artificial structures, catwalks, bridges and jumps, just like with the other trails of the Val di Sole Bike Park. And it is precisely this park that is the novelty in 2017: a “gym” for cyclists, with different characteristics compared to the smooth, fluid trail in the Tonale Pass Bike Park. 
Served by the Daolasa Val Mastellina gondola lift, the Val di Sole Bike Park winds around the top of the town of Commezzadura and runs over two routes: on the one hand, a fairly easy itinerary, partly an old mule track, partly a farm-herd road, 2.5 km long, on the other an intermediate-level itinerary, the Steep Snake, which alternates different terrains on a length of 2.3 km. In reality, a third route is taking shape, and will be ready for summer 2018: it is the Italy Cup, an approximately 2200 m-long downhill track that is very hard, suitable for expert riders. Remember that at the departure point of the lift facilities an MTB and protections rental service is available, as well as a chance to take lessons with the teachers of the Mountain Bike schools.
Calendar 2017
An agenda full of events one after another for three days of pure excitement on two wheels. Wednesday the 23rd the UCI will confirm the official list of the starters, while athletes and team can inspect the Downhill track by foot, palm to palm. The day after it will be Cross Country's turn: making way for the on-site inspections and first test rounds on bike of the race track. Tests and XC training (Cross Country) will be followed by analogous DH (Downhill) tests, so that from 8:30 PM onward, the qualification rounds for the 4X (Four Cross) World Championships will take the stage. 
The heart of the World Championships is Friday, August 24th. In the spotlight, the athletes of DH and 4X: the former will begin the qualification rounds, divided up by category (Women and Men Junior, Women and Men Elite), at 12:15 PM, the latter instead will contend for the world championship jersey, run after run, starting at 8:45 PM on the spectacular Daolasa track at night.
Only the best downhill specialists will be able to participate in the competitions that follow, Saturday, August 25th. The women's and men's junior races are scheduled respectively for 10 AM and 10:30 AM, while the Elite Women and Men will face off starting at 1 PM and 2 PM. A festive awards ceremony dedicated to DH will close this part of the event. Saturday will also be the last day of the preliminary Cross Country tests, a series of tests between 9:30 AM and 2:30 PM, while in the late afternoon the bikers on grass will go wild, the stars of the Mini World Cup.
The grand finale, Sunday, August 26th. Young people are particularly spotlighted with the Women under23 category at 8:30 AM, followed at 10:15 AM by the Men under23 colleagues. The Elite Women and Men races, with the world's top athletes in this speciality, instead will race at 12:15 PM and 2:45 PM. Lastly, the awards ceremonies, which will conclude the rich programme of the 2017 MTB World Cup finals.
A Nonstop Party
A rich programme of the UCI World Cup MTB isn't just made up of competitions, but also of free time and fun. The evenings of Friday, August 25th and Saturday the 26th will feature live music, respectively with Live Set Headkube and a double cover band concert (Rammstein and Coldplay).
Mini World Cup
Little bikers grow up. The rich MTB World Cup programme also has made room for the cyclists of the future, who can participate in the Val di Sole Mini World Cup. The objective? Getting young people into the world of two wheels, having them spend a day playing on their bike. It's never too early to discover the fun of riding on two wheels in nature: starting from three years to 14 years old, kids and teenagers are invited to put themselves to the test on an easy 500/600 m track in cross-country style created ad hoc for them, to be done once or several times depending on age. At the end of the race everyone will get an award, on the same podium that the greatest mountain bike champions got up on. 
How to reserve a spot in the first row
Seeing the world's strongest whip around, watching them live in person, witnessing split-second duels, holding your breath while the bikers fly down hills, soar onto obstacles, and hug the curves. The MTB World Cup finals in Val di Sole bestow intense and captivating thrills; there are different ways you can watch as a spectator. On Saturday, August 26th and Sunday the 27th you have to pay to enter, with three types of tickets. 
Basic entry is a two-day subscription which, for a cost of 20 € (+2 € for advanced sale) lets you access the race and team area, the Expo area and the boxes. It also is valid as a ticket to use the lift facilities and provides entry to the various side events. Then there are 1-day Downhill tickets and 1-day Cross Country, valid Saturday, August 26th and Sunday the 27th respectively, for a cost of 15 € (+1.50 € for advanced sale) for each. Both include the same two-day subscription services: Entry to the race and team area, the Expo area and the boxes, ticket for use of the lift facility, entry to the various side events. Children up to eight years old (born after 06/21/2009) get in free.
There is also a VIP area with an ad hoc two-day subscription (for Saturday, August 26 and Sunday the 27th). At the cost of 150 € (+2 € for advanced sale), it includes: VIP area entry with catering service included, entry to the race, team area, Expo area, reserved box, ticket for use of the lift facility, entry to the various side events, reserved parking. The kids in the VIP area pay a rate of €50.
Buying the ticket is easy, just follow the online procedure and then print it before going to the designated "advance sales" line at the ticket offices. The online advance sales (www.liveticket.it/ucimtbworldcupvaldisole) is open until Wednesday, August 23rd at 12 PM; starting the day after the desks of the Daolasa cable way will be open.
For entry authorisation click here.
For more information and other materials:
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