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ALL OF THE FAVOURITES FOR THE CROSS COUNTRY MOUNTAIN BIKE WORLD CUP FINALS AT VAL DI SOLE BIKELAND
The competitions scheduled for Sunday, 27 August are merely formality since the mens' and womens' titles have already been assigned, but this will not make the races any less exciting on the modified Commezzadura track. Many of our colour-bearers are in a position to leave a mark, especially in the youth categories.
The cross country champions will take centre stage at the World Cup Finals, all looking to get in the last advantage of the season riding through the Brenta Dolomites of Commezzadura.
The stage is set for the Elite Men after Nino Schurter's clean sweep, winning the fifth of five races in World Cup XCO at Mont-Sainte-Anne. It was a phenomenal season for the Swiss rider, the favourite also following the accident at the beginning of the year for his arch rival, Frenchman Julien Absalon. Returning to the track in Canada, he was not in great form and ended in 13th position. However, knowing the champion from across the Alps, he is expected to do well in the final race of the World Cup and advance even further at the Australian World Championship being held two weeks later. Schurter has had many adversaries over the course of the season, but nobody truly made him worry. The French team has the most potential with Maxime Marotte and Stephane Tempier; they seem to be the most feared contenders having ended at Mont-Sainte-Anne in 5th and 2nd place, respectively. Hope for the Italian team is placed entirely in fiery Gerhard Kerschbaumer: the rider from Alto Adige seems to have come back after winning the tricolour title and attaining the coveted World Cup XCO third place in Canada.
The situation is less certain for the women, even though Ukrainian Yana Belomoina secured the World Cup speciality title with her victory at the last race in Canada. At Val di Sole, fans are eager to see the powerful Kross duo back on the track, Jolanda Neff and Maja Włoszczowska, who missed the last race due to an injury. Another possible key player is Swedish Jenny Rissveds, who is looking to take a leading role having had an incredible 2016 season but having skipped the first part of the World Cup XCO. One of the most winning athletes of all time is French Pauline Ferrand Prevot, who is Belomoina's most valid rival, having progressively improved her form, which could peak at the World Cup Finals in Val di Sole just before the World Championship at the beginning of September.
The Italians have the most potential in the Under23 category. The mens' duo comprising Gioele Bertolini from Valtellina and Nadir Colledani from Friuli – first and second in the European XCO, respectively – could make magic on the track in Commezzadura, where this exciting double bill just might repeat itself. For the women, much is expected of Chiara Teocchi from Bergamo and Martina Berta from Valle d'Aosta, who have a good chance of securing a spot on the podium thanks to a successful 2017 World Cup season.
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