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THE XCO AND DHI WORLD CUP FINALS OFFICIALLY KICK OFF 
STARTING AT VAL DI SOLE
The UCI MTB World Cup kicks off today with the first official training sessions in the Cross Country and Downhill divisions. Meanwhile, the qualifications for the 4X World Championships will take place this evening.
Val di Sole, 24 August 2017_ This is the first official step in the grand finale of the most important world series dedicated to Mountain Biking, with over 500 athletes representing 36 nations. Val di Sole's operations went into motion yesterday, Wednesday, 23 August, with the opening of the Commezzadura accreditation centre and the first on-foot inspections of the downhill track.
Today the athletes begin warming their engines in preparation for the primary races scheduled from Friday, 25 August to Sunday, 27 August. For the downhill cyclists the morning – from 8am to 11:30pm – will be dedicated to group B's initial training sessions. Elite Men from number 100 and upwards, Women Elite and Junior, Men Junior from number 11 and upwards. Meanwhile, Group A, with the first 99 best Elites and the first 10 Juniors will become familiar with the most recent evolution of the legendary Black Snake track from 11:45am to 3:15pm.
The first timed trials will follow – from 3:30pm to 5pm – for the best athletes in every category of the downhill portion: first 80 Elite Men of the World Cup, first 15 Elite Women, first 10 Men and first 3 Women of the Juniors.
The Cross Country racers will be on the competitive loop for their first official training in two separate sessions: the first reserved for the women, from 2pm to 3pm; the second, from 4pm to 5pm, reserved for the men. This first important day for the athletes competing in the MTB World Cup will conclude with the traditional and mandatory on-foot inspection of the Downhill track – from 5pm to 5:45pm – followed by the official meeting of the team managers at 6pm, the lead up to the most important appointment of the day: the qualifications for the 4X World Championships.
The athletes of the Four Cross will officially get in gear in the evening: first the warm-up with the official trials from 6pm to 8:15pm, and then the intense single qualifying run beginning at 8:30pm, taking advantage of the perfect artificial lighting of this spectacular track, carved into an evocative natural amphitheatre that winds down the side of the final portion of the downhill segment. This round will dictate the ranking for the Friday, 25 August races when, beginning at 8:45pm, run after run, we will arrive at the two final-fours that will crown the 2017 Men's and Women's 4X World Champions.
For more information and other materials:
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