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FELIX BECKEMAN AND CAROLINE BUCHANAN ARE THE TOP QUALIFIERS FOR THE 4X WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS
Italians Giovanni Pozzoni and Giacomo Fantoni both qualified for the finals, in sixth and eleventh place respectively. Surprisingly Tomas Slavik, from the Czech Republic, who dominated the past two seasons of the 4X Pro Tour, is out.
Among the female athletes, all the favourites from the evening before qualified, beginning with Caroline Buchanan from Austria, who won the 2016 title and came in second in the 2017 BMX Race World Championships, this time with the best time (48”667). At 1.293 seconds is Romana Labounkova from the Czech Republic, winner of the past three editions of the 4X Pro Tour, the most prestigious world series dedicated to cycling. Among the possible outsiders are Natasha Bradley from Great Britain and Helene Fruhwirth from Austria, in fourth and sixth place respectively. The competition will begin immediately with two semi-finals, the first of which between Buchanan, Fruhwirth, and another world class athlete, Franziska Meyer from Germany, will be particularly close with only two moving on to the next round. Meanwhile, the second semi-final shouldn't have any surprises, with Labounkova and Bradley and no major adversaries.
Some of the strongest athletes on two wheels have set their sights on the 2017 World Championships at Val di Sole, in fact even Sylvain André from France, who holds second place in the BMX Race UCI world ranking, will be competing with the men, having qualified for the event with the 8th best time.
The favourite from the night before, Tomas Slavik from the Czech Republic, who dominated the 4X Pro Tour circuit in 2016 and 2017 and won two world titles, did not qualify due to a fall which caused him to come in 41st place. The baton has been passed to his team-mate, the young Felix Beckeman from Sweden, who had the best time (45”642), preceding Hannes Slavik from Austria by a mere 0.72 seconds. Other great Four Cross cyclists also qualified, like Barry Nobles from the US, Scott Beaumont from Great Britain, his compatriot Luke Cryer, and the first of our own flag bearers, the talented Giovanni Pozzoni, who missed the semi-finals two years ago by a hair. Meanwhile, the new Italian 4X champion Giacomo Fantoni had the 11th best time and will participate in the final sixteen in the same round as his compatriot. Roberto Cristofoli, BMX specialist, will also race. Only Stefano Dolfin didn't qualify due to a fall. While the 2016 world champion, Mitja Ergaver from Slovenia, qualified in seventh place.
A long season of races will conclude this weekend at Val di Sole. The main Four Cross event of the year will, for the third year in a row, be held on the track located in Daolasa, next to the final section of the iconic Black Snake downhill track. The 4X world titles will be assigned on Friday 25 August, with the races that, as per tradition, will take place at night.
The race track, one of the most enduring and admired in the world, is a direct descendent of that created for the 2008 UCI World Championships. Positioned in a picturesque natural amphitheatre, it develops over 600 m with an altitude drop of 100 m, making it the longest track in the competitive landscape. It is characterized by two important elements: the famous Pro Line, a section designed for the best cyclists due to its three double, long, and dangerous jumps; and the perfect artificial lighting which makes it possible to hold night-time races.
The program will get in full swing with the finals which will take place beginning at 8:45pm. The athletes that have qualified for the men's and women's finals, 32 and 8 respectively, will compete four at a time, descending together along a truly dangerous and challenging track. Only the first two from each heat will move on to the next race. On a large board, similar to a tennis scoreboard, riders are listed and gradually eliminated until only the top four contenders remain. These four cyclists will battle it out in the final heat, competing for the World Championship jersey.
The finals will be streamed live on the official UCI YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/user/ucichannel?hl=it
For more information and other materials:
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